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Welcome to the sixth issue of our village newsletter.  As we move towards mid-

Autumn the clocks will soon be going back and who knows what weather conditions 

we will have this Winter.  Whatever happens we hope people will be out with their 

cameras so we have some great photos for the 2020 Calendar!  You’ll find details of 

the new 2019 Badsworth Calendar inside on page 14. 

As always, thank you to all those who have contributed to this latest issue. Please 
send contributions or ideas for the next edition no later than Friday 7 
December 2018 to: Anita Cook, Editor, via email: hancock924@btinternet.com  or 
telephone: 07715 748656.  

mailto:hancock924@btinternet.com
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School News 
 

Welcome back to our new school year, we have already had a busy few weeks.  We 
have 30 new children who have settled well into Foundation Stage and now enjoy 
full days at school.  All children throughout school have moved to new classes and 
are facing the challenges and responsibilities head on.   
 
Our parent association, Friends of Badsworth School (FOBS), organised for a 
gingerbread man biscuit to go home with the new pupils to welcome them and as 
you can imagine, this was a very popular treat for our Foundation Stage children.  To 
welcome the parents of the new class FOBS organised a coffee morning.  Here they 
had the opportunity to chat and get to know others whilst enjoying coffee and cake.  
It was a lovely morning and we would like to thank FOBS for their hard work.   
 
Already our new school council has been elected. This includes six Year 6 children 
and 2 class representatives from Years 2-5.  The children have already held their first 
meeting and elected their Secretary and Chair.  I am sure the children will enjoy 
making changes and positive contributions to whole school life.   
 
Our collective worship theme for the first half term has been ‘Responsibility’.  Lots 
of children have responsibilities in school such as fruit monitors, register monitors 
and Buddies just to name a few.  In collective worships the children have been 
learning about the skills that are required to take responsibility for their actions, 
words and environment.    
 
Many of our Key Stage 2 children have signed up to our after-school clubs this term.  
Children have been given the opportunity to attend sewing club, netball, multiskills 
sessions, coding, art club and Young Voices. Our Key Stage 1 classes have also been 
able to sign up to attend a Sport to the Beat club.  All clubs have proven very 
popular and the children are having lots of fun and are being given the opportunity 
to sample some new experiences. 
 
Our Year 5 children have continued the work with Forest Schools and have been 
busy having lots of fun this half term.  They have been making small bug hotels out 
of egg boxes and tubs, filling them with newspaper, straw, and sticks.   
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School News (cont…) 
 
These were then put all together to fill a larger 
bug hotel.  The children learned how their 
original habitats often get destroyed so the 
idea of these is to attract creatures and to 
provide them with somewhere to live.  The 
bug hotel keeps the creatures warm and 
protects them in the winter months.  The 
children also made sun catchers out of paper 
plates and tacky back.  They cut out the middle 
of the plate and added the tacky-back which 
was then decorated with leaves.  The children used a stamp cutter to cut out 
decorative shapes of a leaf.  The sun catchers are then hung from a window to spin 
round.   
 
Along with a number of other local schools, a small group of children were invited 
to attend Sport’ober at Pontefract Squash Club.  The children attended for the full 
day and were given the opportunity to play a number of sports such as table tennis, 
badminton and squash.  Then they had an activity session where they developed 
different skills such as speed, strength, balance and agility.  The day was lots of fun 
and the children gained a lot from their experience.  Thank you to Pontefract Squash 
Club for their invitation and hospitality.   
 
 
  

Creating an environment in which we ‘CARE’ 
Consider and respect everyone as Jesus taught us. 
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Village Plan Activity 
Annual General Meeting – 3rd December  

Having published the Village Plan 
in June of this year the Committee 
will now be holding its first AGM 
on Monday 3rd December in the 
Lawson Hut at 6.30pm.  It’s an 
opportunity to hear about progress 
so far as well as future plans.  We 
will also be inviting questions so 
please do come along.   

The AGM will be followed by our normal monthly meeting. 
 

Review of Working Groups 

The Committee has been reviewing all of the current 
Working Groups and has agreed to make a number of 
changes: 
 
The Social Activities and Facilities Group has so far 
focussed its efforts on trying to find longer term, sustainable solutions to the issues 
which affect both the Lawson Hut and St Mary’s Centre.  This is ongoing and 
discussions have been initiated with the Diocese of Leeds which owns much of the 
land on the edge of the village.  While these discussions continue, the group has 
agreed to focus additionally on supporting an active social calendar for the village 
and also ensuring there is advice and guidance available to anyone wishing to 
organise an event in the village.   
 
The Conservation Group will now be led by Michelle Griffiths who has a keen 
interest in conservation and a detailed knowledge of planning issues.  We are hoping 
the group will look at ways of providing ongoing education to residents, especially 
new ones, in respect of the implications of living in, or close to, the designated 
Conservation Area.  Other initiatives will no doubt also be discussed and we’ll 
provide updates in due course. 
 
The Green and Pleasant Group will now be led by Anita Cook.  There’s plenty to 
keep us occupied, including chasing up the Parish Council for the requested dog poo 
bag dispensers and Wakefield Council for the new bins.  We’ll be looking at  
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Village Plan Activity (cont…) 
 
additional planting of verges where appropriate and the 
replacement of the two remaining fibreglass planters, not to 
mention numerous other ideas.   
 
With Autumn upon us and Winter not far away we want to 
keep Badsworth tidy and safe for both pedestrians and 
vehicles. 
 
Having had constructive discussions with the Police Community Support Officer 
(PCSO), the Traffic, Parking & Road Safety (TP&RS) Group had been attempting to 
arrange an informal, preliminary meeting with Wakefield Council’s Traffic 
Management Department, but it became clear that they prefer to deal directly with 
Parish and District Councillors.  For this reason, the issues that relate to the Local 
Authority (including signage, speed and most parking infringements as well as any 
changes to traffic management in the village) will now primarily be the responsibility 
of the Parish Council.  It is hoped that the current TP&RS Group will continue to 
meet and will feed in ideas and recommendations to the PC.  We will know more 
about how this will work in practice over the next few weeks. 

 
The TP&RS Group will continue to look at 
campaigns, especially involving the School, and have 
already suggested to the PC that we should look to 
reduce the amount of engine idling in the village, 
especially during school run times.  This idea has been 
taken up by the PC who are liaising with the School.  
 

  



Issue 6 October 2018 6 
 

Church News 
Church Opening 

In the past St Mary’s Church received a grant from English 
Heritage for the repair of the ancient tower. The church’s 
commitment was to open the church to visitors for a period of 
42 days per year. This has now been completed for 2018.  At 
times this was a struggle, and much work fell to the usual few 
members. However, they were helped by members of the local 
community who sat on 14 occasions. 

A total of 104 people visited the church, some from afar as 
Australia and New Zealand, whilst others came from the West 
Midlands, Newcastle, Northwich, and more locally from 
Dewsbury, Doncaster, Horbury and Boston Spa.  Whilst this 

year is over, we still have another five years left on our agreement. 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO THE RESIDENTS OF BADSWORTH 
WHO GAVE THEIR TIME TO HELP. 
 

Christmas Services 

Carol Service 

 

16 December 6.30pm St Mary’s 
Badsworth 

Christmas Mass 24 December 6.30pm St Margaret’s 
North Elmsall 

Midnight Mass 24 December 11.30pm St Mary’s 
Badsworth 

Christmas 
Morning 

25 December 9.30am St Mary’s 
Badsworth 

Sunday after 
Christmas 

30 December 9.00am St Margaret’s 
North Elmsall 

 30 December 10.30am St Mary’s 
Badsworth 

Christmas Carol 
Service 

30 December 6.30pm St Margaret’s 
North Elmsall 

All are welcome!  Fr Stephen Hotchen 
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Remembrance 
The Poppy – note from the editor… 

As we move towards November 
our thoughts turn to 
remembering the end of WW1 a 
century ago and those who fell in 
two World Wars and other 
conflicts.  I thought it might be 
of interest to share an extract 

from a book I read recently which certainly struck a chord with me.  The following 
text is taken from Kathryn Swift’s “The Morville Hours”. 

“The wearing of scarlet poppies and the laying of poppy wreaths on Remembrance 
Day dates from 1921, though the sheets of poppies which covered the battlefields of 
Flanders and France had been remarked upon as early as the summer of 1915, the 
first summer after the war began.  An anonymous poem appeared in the pages of 
Punch for that year which was to be reprinted around the world: 

 In Flanders fields the poppies grow 
 Between the crosses, row on row… 

The old Somerset name for them was ‘soldiers’. At the outbreak of WW1 Britain was 
still largely an agricultural nation, and poppies, in all their silky frailty, their scattered 
petals like drops of blood among the harvested corn, must always have been 
suggestive of spilt blood and sacrifice, the necessity of death for the continuity of 
life, the duty to remember.  For these are…Papaver rhoeas, the field poppy, which 
springs up wherever soil is cultivated or disturbed, each plant producing perhaps a 
dozen flowers, each flower producing a seed head, each seed head containing 
thousands of seeds, each seed viable for eighty or a hundred years – waiting for the 
right conditions to germinate.” 
 

Remembrance Day Service 
A special Remembrance Day service will be held at Badsworth Church on Sunday 
11th  November starting at 10.30am.  
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Other News 
Sunflower Competition 

The sunflower competition was judged at the end of August and 
we want to say a huge “Well Done” to all those who made such 
valiant attempts to keep their plants growing through drought 
conditions interspersed with a few high winds.  The full details are 
on the village website www.badsworth.com but, in summary, the 
winners were: 

Warwick Sumpter – largest flower head 

Toby & Joe Matthews – tallest plant 

Bill & Zena Taylor – best small garden/container display. 

Each winner received a voucher for Ackworth Garden Centre. 

Thanks to all those who competed and to those who just grew some for fun. 

 

78 Club – items for sale 

Following on from earlier communications, regrettably the 78 Club has been 
disbanded. As part of the closure we are looking to sell some equipment which was 
purchased by the 78 Club. 

If you are interested in the following items then please contact Andy Betteridge – 
Andrew.71.b@gmail.com or 07815 960264. 

 

Item 1 - Speakers, amp & 2 channel mixer  

      Item 2 - Various disco lights 

 

http://www.badsworth.com/
mailto:Andrew.71.b@gmail.com
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New Websites 
Village Website 

You will be aware that much work has been done to 
launch a new village website which sits on a more up-
to-date IT platform and which is mobile-friendly.  We 
are pleased to confirm the website is now up and 
running so please check it out.  In addition, we also 
have a new Facebook page so if you’re needing to 
promote something quickly then we now have 
additional tools besides the usual telegraph poles! 

www.badsworthvillage.com  

Take a look at the new website (same web address as before) for news, forthcoming 
events, photos and latest information relating to Badsworth.  Share with family and 
friends but most importantly keep connected with the community. 
 

www.facebook.com/badsworthvillage 

Share useful information and comments quickly and easily 
via the new Facebook page.  Please note all posts are 
checked before going live to ensure content and language 
are kept “appropriate”. 
 

Badsworth Parish Council Website 

The new Badsworth Parish Council website is now up and running. The website 
contains all the information you need to know about the Parish Council. On the 
website you can find out information about who the Parish Councillors are and their 
contact details. In addition, the site has copies of the Parish Council papers and 
contains details of the Council’s finances so that you can see what the precept is 
being spent on. There are also along other relevant documents on the site and useful 
information about the Parish.  The address of the Parish Council website is: 

www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The website has been funded by money from the Government, the aim is to increase 
democratic accountability. The new website will help the Parish Council meet this 
aim and give the Council more control over the contents of the site and allow it to 
ensure it is kept fully up to date. Please do have a look at the site so that you can see 
what your Parish Council is doing. 

http://www.badsworthvillage.com/
https://www.facebook.com/badsworthvillage/
http://www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://lamenor7.wordpress.com/pop/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Coming Up 
St Mary’s Centre Coffee Morning 

A coffee morning is held at the St Mary’s Centre on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month.  The next one will be on 10th  
November at 10.30am.    Just a reminder that everyone is 
welcome. In addition to the usual attractions there will be a 
surprise tombola this time with everyone a winner! 

 

Dr Jackson Coffee Morning – 3rd November 

A coffee morning will be held on 3rd November from 10am to 1.30pm at the 
Lawson Hut in aid of Dr Jackson Cancer Fund.   Entry will be £1.50 including 
tea/coffee and a biscuit.  There will be a variety of stalls including tombola and cakes 
as well as a raffle and much more.  Please go along to support them if you can. 
 

Parish Council Meetings 

The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Lawson Hut.  
There is a meet and greet session from 7.00pm with the meetings starting at 7.30pm.  
If you wish to contact the Council please email the Clerk:  
badsworthparishcouncil@outlook.com   The next meeting will be on Tuesday 20th 
November. 

 

Film Night – 9th November 

The series of film nights is proving very popular and the November showing for 
Badsworth Cinema will be Gran Torino starring Clint Eastwood (not a cowboy 
production!). It will be presented at 7.30pm in the Lawson Hut on Friday 9th 
November.  

Critics Consensus: Though a minor entry in Eastwood's body of work, Gran Torino is 
nevertheless a humorous, touching, and intriguing old-school parable. 

We are looking for volunteers/ suggestions for the Christmas Show.  For more 
information, or to book a place please contact Ann or Barrie Slinger 
(annslinger@btinternet.com or phone 01977 644853). 

mailto:badsworthparishcouncil@outlook.com
mailto:annslinger@btinternet.com
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Coming Up (cont…) 
Quiz Night & Supper – St Mary’s 
Centre – Thurs 8th November 

The Village Plan Committee will be hosting a two-
course supper and quiz night on Thursday 8th 
November from 7.00pm (quiz starts promptly at 
7.30pm).  There will be a glass of fizz or a soft drink on arrival and then a choice of 
suppers.  Tickets are £4 each and are on sale from Michelle Griffiths at 17 Back 
Lane (01977 643815).  Bring your own wine, beer, soft drinks etc for the evening.  
Tickets are limited so please don’t wait too long before buying yours.   
 
This will be a fun, informal social evening and will be a great opportunity to catch up 
with neighbours and friends as well as meeting new people.  If you’re relatively new 
to the village it will be a way to meet people and find out about the village so please 
do come along. 
 

Autumn Craft Fayre – Sun 18th November – St Mary’s Centre 

There will be an Autumn Fayre in aid of Epilepsy UK at St Mary’s Centre from 
10am to 2pm. Look out for a variety of stalls selling a wide range of items.  There 
will also be homemade refreshments.   
 

Christmas Fayre – Badsworth School & St 
Mary’s Centre –  Sat 24th November  

The School and Church are jointly hosting their Christmas 
Fayre on 24th November from 10am to 2.30pm.  There 
will be a variety of activities and stalls as well as 
refreshments. 
 

 
 

 



Issue 6 October 2018 12 
 

Coming Up (cont…) 
Christmas Tree Lights Switch On – Outside School – 5 December 

The Parish Council have arranged the annual Christmas Tree 
Lights switch-on on 5th December at 6.30pm at the front of the 
School.  There will be carol singing and fireworks and it is 
hoped to have refreshments afterwards.  The Parish Council 
will publish further details in due course. 
 

 
 

Light up a Life Service – 11 December 

The Prince of Wales Hospice is to hold a Light up a 
Life service at St Mary’s Church Badsworth on 11th 
December at 7.00 pm.  The service is to remember 
the loved ones who are no longer with us this 
Christmas. 

There is usually a Christmas tree on which you are 
able to hang messages of remembrance, plus light 
refreshments and a raffle.   
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Reflections of  Badsworth 
2019 Calendar 

We are pleased to say we had a great response to our calendar competition with 
numerous entries, from which we have selected what we hope you will agree are 13 
great images. Many thanks to all those who submitted photos / illustrations. 
 

The calendars are now available for sale 
at £4 per copy and, if you haven’t 
already snapped up a copy they can be 
obtained from Anita Cook (01977 
651521) or Michelle Griffiths (01977 
643815).  The calendar is A4 and comes 
complete with envelope. Apart from 
being a great addition to your own 
home they can also make ideal 
Christmas presents for friends and 
relatives.  All images / photos were 
taken by Badsworth residents. 

 

Now on Sale!  
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