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As always, thank you to all those who have contributed to this latest issue. Please 
send contributions or ideas for the next edition no later than Friday 6th April 
2019 to: Anita Cook, Editor, via email: hancock924@btinternet.com  or telephone: 
07715 748656.  

mailto:hancock924@btinternet.com
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School News 
 

Since returning to school in 2019 lots of children have set themselves new 
resolutions, making personal goals and thinking of the steps they need to take in 
order to achieve their target.  On our prayer tree in the school entrance some of our 
Year 2 children wrote a message of ‘Hope for 2019’.  Some of these were personal 
hopes and achievements and some were hopes for the world.  There were some very 
thoughtful messages for the year ahead including: 

‘My hope for the world is forgiveness and friendship for all.’ 
‘My hope for the world is for everyone to have love.’ 

‘My hope for the world is for everyone to be truthful.’ 
 
A group of Key Stage 2 children have again taken part in the Young Voices concert 
at Sheffield Fly DSA Arena.  This year the children were joined on stage by Beau 
Dermott, a golden buzzer winner from Britain’s Got Talent and Tony Hadley from 
Spandau Ballet. It was a great experience for the children who enjoyed performing 
with the celebrities and the live band.  The children had been rehearsing for four 
months to learn the songs and dance routines.  This year there were songs from 
Coldplay, The Greatest Showman, Moana and Pop Medley. In the evening parents 
came to watch their children perform and it was enjoyed by everyone.    
 
These children also had the pleasure of visiting the Prince of Wales Hospice 
Outreach Group at the Lawson Hut to share some of the Young Voices songs. In 
addition, our Year 3 children visited the 
group to celebrate Chinese New Year and to 
make a Chinese calendar.  They painted a 
picture, added a calendar tab and wrote 
Happy New Year in Chinese.  The children 
are always made to feel welcome on the visit 
as everyone is so friendly!   
 

Our Friends of Badsworth School, (FOBS) organised for a 
touring theatre company to visit school to perform the 
pantomime Dick Whittington. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed this version of the story and helped to capture the 
baddy as well as helping Dick Whittington on his journey. 
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School News (cont…) 
Some children were even selected to help in the performance.  As always we thank 
FOBS for all their fundraising and for providing the children with opportunities like 
this.   
 
Our Year 6 children have been working with Wilderness Adventure in our Forest 
School area.  This half term they have carved sticks using carrot peelers to make 
different objects, some children made pencils and Harry Potter wands.  They also 
had the opportunity to create a habitat for a bird or imaginary animal.  One child 
made a habitat for Baby Norbert, a dragon from Harry Potter.  She included leaves, 
sticks, bird feathers and other natural items.  All 
children across school look forward to their class taking 
part in the forest school sessions and some children 
told me why.  One Year 6 child said, “It gives you the 
chance to explore and there are no real rules other than 
to keep safe.” Another child added, “It is good to see 
into nature.  You get chance to look under leaves and 
stones and see what is there.  I have found lots of ants.” 
 
Over the next half term our Year 6 children will be taking part in our annual 
residential to Marrick Priory.  Marrick Priory is an historic 12th century medieval 
building that was developed in the 1970s into an Outdoor Education and Residential 
Centre.  It is situated in Swaledale in the heart of the beautiful Yorkshire Dales 
National Park.  The activities include rock climbing, kayaking, caving, orienteering, 

hill walking, mountaineering, archery, zip wires, low and 
high ropes courses and team building exercises.  Each 
year the children experience some of these activities.  It 
is a great opportunity for the children taking part and 
enriches our curriculum further.   
 
  

Creating an environment in which we ‘CARE’ 
Consider and respect everyone as Jesus taught us. 

This Photo by Unknown 

http://www.tsbvi.edu/school-year-class-description-items/3858-elem-indep-wknd-3-outdoor-adventures
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Dog Fouling 

Apologies if you are sitting down to read the newsletter with a cup of tea and a cake, 
or, worse still, having a sandwich, but we really do need to highlight the growing 
problem of dog poo in the village.   

A number of residents (often other dog owners who DO act responsibly) have raised 
this as a serious issue and we are sure that many more of you are just as fed up with 
it.  It seems we cannot walk around the village without 
having to sidestep piles of poo.  Not only is it unsightly and 
unpleasant but it is a real health hazard.  There have always 
been "hotspots" where dog poo has not been removed, 
including farm tracks and grass verges, but it is now 
cropping up on pavements in the core of the village where 
owners must surely be aware of what their dog is 
doing!  These footpaths are used by the very young and the 
elderly who should not have to encounter such deposits. 

We are certain that this problem is caused by a tiny minority of irresponsible dog 
walkers but this is a criminal offence and if people or their dogs are identified then 
they will undoubtedly be reported. 

The Parish Council and Village Plan Committee are waiting for 
Wakefield Council to erect 3 dog poo bag dispensers which were 
purchased last year. This is being chased regularly as WMDC have had 
the dispensers for over 3 months now and have taken no action. 

In the meantime, you can all help by reporting any instances of dog 
fouling directly to Wakefield Council.  All you need to do is register via 

the WMDC website and set up 'MyAccount'.  Once you have done this you can 
report all sorts of issues to the Council in a matter of minutes. So next time you see a 
pile of poo (especially if on a footpath) please report it and ensure that WMDC are 
made aware of the problem.  If you know which dog or person is responsible you 
can highlight this as part of the report. 

Let's hope though that the tiny minority don't continue to spoil the village and 
endanger the health and wellbeing of everyone else. 

 
 

 

http://sjhoward.co.uk/photo-a-day-68-dog-fouling-doodles/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Church News 
From the Rector 

It seems like such a long time ago now, but I would 
like to thank everyone for the help and support 
during last year and for supporting our Christmas 
worship. Of course, everyone is knuckling down to 
the new year and the challenges it will bring. 

This will be especially the case for the Church since 
they will have the added challenge of operating without a 
Rector since I will be retiring at the end of May this year. 

I’ve been in Badsworth for over five years and I’m well beyond retirement age. So, I 
am going to live in the West Midlands and there will be an interregnum to cover and 
discussions will take place between the parish and diocese about the way forward. I 
am also retiring from my post as Chaplain at The Prince of Wales Hospice and this 
will be part of the diocesan process when they consider the future. My final Sunday 
will be 12 May and there will be a farewell Evensong in St Mary’s at 6.30 pm with, 
perhaps, some refreshments afterwards, everyone is welcome to come along. 

Before this happens there is work to be done. The Village Plan Committee continues 
to work hard to improve the village and the Church will continue to be involved in 
this work.  

We have a Confirmation Service on 3 March so, if anyone is interested in 
Confirmation, they should get in touch immediately. 

In other news, we are taking advice about the ‘puddle’ outside the school entrance 
and there is some major work required to address structural concerns inside the 
church.  

Best wishes, Fr Stephen 

 

St Mary’s Centre Coffee Morning 

Don’t forget a coffee morning is held at the St Mary’s Centre on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month.  The next one will be on 
Saturday 9 March at 10.30am.  Just a reminder that everyone is 
welcome.  

Picture with permission from  
Mr Graham Leeman 
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Village Plan Activity 
General News 

Given the time of year it has been a fairly quiet period on the surface but, like swans, 
we have been paddling away like mad behind the scenes. Unfortunately, our numbers 
are becoming depleted for a variety of reasons (retirement for some and health issues 
for others) and so we are having to really focus our efforts on fewer things that we 
think can be progressed.  We have a really diverse range of initiatives we would like 
to see happen over the coming months and years but we do need a few additional 
people to help us drive these forward.  If you could spare just a few hours each 
month, or would be happy to be called on for specific projects, then please contact 
Anita Cook (651521),  Barrie Slinger (644853), or any member of the Committee. 

Green & Pleasant Village 

The group has put a detailed proposal to the Parish Council regarding the 
enhancement of certain areas of public space within the village.  This includes 
proposals for bulb planting, tidying up an area of Ninevah Lane which looks rather 
untidy, and also repair or replacement of the bench on Ninevah Lane.  We are 
focussing on areas which are maintained by Wakefield Council and so will need to 
get approval from them as well as the support of the Parish Council.  The proposal 
covers short-term as well as longer-term actions so we’ll keep you up to date with 
progress. 

Social Activities & Facilities 

The group continues to look at the situation with both the Lawson Hut and St 
Mary’s Centre in terms of their long-term viability and need for repairs.  In the 
meantime, with the disbanding of the 78 Club, the group is looking at how it can 
promote a diverse range of social activities within the village and hope to put 
together an information pack for people looking to hire either the Lawson Hut or St 
Mary’s Centre for an event. 

We are hosting a music concert and afternoon tea on Saturday 6 April (see page 10 
for more details), and we hope to see additional events being added to the calendar 
for 2019. If you would be happy to help us organise a social activity of any sort, or 
just have an idea, please let us know as we’d really like to hear what villagers think 
would be good. 
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Village Plan Activities (cont…) 
Traffic and Parking 
As you may remember, Wakefield Council carried out a traffic survey in the village 
late last year and we now have the full set of data which we are taking a closer look 
at.  In summary though, for Main Street the results were as follows: 

• Mean speed of 22.5mph, 85%ile of 28.2 (11827 vehicles)   

• 546 HGVs of which 218 were 2 axle, rigid 

These figures are the totals over the 7-day period of the survey. We are currently 
looking at the data to see what other (if any) issues it highlights and to look at the 
picture at different times of the day and days of the week. 
 
The 85%ile figure represents the speed at which 85% of traffic is travelling at or 
below. The mean figure is of course the overall average speed 
 
The method of identifying HGVs measures the number of axles by working out the 
distance between them. It does not identify the weight of the vehicle. This can result 
in agricultural vehicles, such as tractors pulling trailers, being classed as 3 or 4 axle 
articulated HGVs. 

 

Badsworth Then & Now  

Work on the book about Badsworth is now well underway. We already have quite a 
few pictures and material from research that has been done by others in the past, but 
we could always use some extra photos.  Thanks to those of you who got in touch 
after the last newsletter.  We are also interested to talk to anyone who has lived in the 
village for 30-40 years or more as we are conscious of just how much has changed 
over the last few decades.  We’d also like to look at individual properties in more 
detail so if your home has “history” and you have any useful information or photos 
please do get in touch with Anita Cook (hancock924@btinternet.com or 651521).  
All material lent to us will be catalogued and originals will be returned as early as 
possible. 

 

 

 

mailto:hancock924@btinternet.com
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Parish Council News 
Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library visits the village on a Thursday, every 3 
weeks.  It calls at Badsworth Church 1.55pm to 2.10pm and 
then Badsworth Court 2.15pm to 2.25pm. 

The dates of the visits for 2019 are as follows: 

28th February 21st March 11th April 2nd May  

23rd May 13th June 4th July  25th July  15th August  

5th September 26th September 17th October 7th November 28th November 

19th December 

Road Closures 

Notices have gone up around the village from Wakefield 
Council indicating that Main Street will be closed between 
the junction of Ninevah Lane and Badsworth School on 
Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th February between 7.30am 
and 3.30pm. Although this is half term week there is the 
potential for significant disruption so please be aware.  We 
believe this is for resurfacing work!   The notices imply New Road will be closed so 
it’s unclear as to the exact location of the points of closure.  If we find out any 
further news after the newsletter goes to print we’ll post it on the websites 
www.badsworthvillage.com and www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 
Please also be aware that Beaconfield Road is also due to be closed on Weds 20th 
February between 7.30am and 3.30pm. 

  

http://www.badsworthvillage.com/
http://www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Upcoming Events 
Badsworth Fete and Scarecrow Competition 2019 

We had our first committee meeting of the year in January to start the organisation 
of this year’s Badsworth Fete and Scarecrow Competition. Plans are taking shape 
and we’ll be in a position to make some announcements in the next issue of Our 
Badsworth Way. 

The first announcement is that the Fete will take 
place on Saturday 22nd June so please make a note 
on your calendars. 

It’s a bit early to announce the Scarecrow Theme 
but we have given some ideas to the children at the 
village school and they will be voting on their 

favourite. Once we know what the theme will be I’ll be sending out an email and 
putting a notice on the village website. 

Scarecrow Week will run from Wednesday 19th June to 
Wednesday 26th June and winners will be announced at the 
Village Fete Day on Saturday 22rd June. Entry fee is £3. 

If any of you wish to help with the organising, or on the day of 
the Fete, then the next meeting will take place at the school on 
Thursday 14th March at 6.15pm. 

Dean Parkin, 11 The Croft, 07952 494466, deanparkin70@gmail.com 

Coffee Morning in aid of Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance – 27 April at St Mary’s 
Centre 
A coffee morning will be held on Saturday 27 April 
to raise funds the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.  There 
will no doubt be some great homemade cakes as 
well as other refreshments and probably a few stalls 
for added interest.  Times and other details will be 
publicised nearer the date but please mark this on 
your calendar.  Contact Della Rudenko for further 
information on 07770 209391.  
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Upcoming Events (cont…) 
Badsworth Film Club – Friday 8 March 2019 

The film nights are now a regular and very popular fixture in the Lawson Hut on the 
second Friday in the month.  Films to be shown are chosen by people who attend.  
There is no charge although donations are accepted and ice creams are on sale in the 
interval. For more information, or to book a place please contact Ann or Barrie 
Slinger via  annslinger@btinternet.com or phone 01977 644853. 

Lawson Hut AGM – Tuesday 5 March 2019   

The AGM of the Lawson Hut Committee will take place on Tuesday 5 March at 
7.30pm in the Lawson Hut.  All residents of the village are invited to attend and will 
be most welcome. Should any resident wish to raise a particular matter they should 
please inform the Secretary in writing at least one week before the meeting.  The full 
agenda can be found on the website www.badsworthvillage.com.  Thanks,  
Ros Duckett – Hon Secretary, The Laurels, Back Lane, Badsworth. 

Music Concert & Afternoon Tea – St Mary’s - Saturday 6 April 

On Saturday 6 April we are hosting a music concert in the church from 2.00pm – 
3.00pm, followed by a sit-down afternoon tea in the St Mary’s Centre. 

The music concert will feature a perfomance on the church organ by Colin Williams.  
Colin is a highly accomplished organist and plays 
theatre organ as well as church. He'll be playing a 
mix of light classical and popular tunes so there 
should be something for everyone.  This will be 
followed by “Incognito” - a ladies Barbershop 
Quartet who will perform a range of songs 
unaccompanied.  Incognito have been singing 
together since 2013 and have competed in music 
festivals and both national and international competitions, winning some medals 
along the way. 

After the concert please join us at the St Mary’s Centre for afternoon tea from 
3.00pm, with a selection of sandwiches, scones and cakes.  

Tickets are priced at £4 per person including both the concert and tea although if 
you can only attend one of them that’s not a problem.  If you would like a ticket 
please contact Anita Cook on 651521.  

mailto:annslinger@btinternet.com
http://www.badsworthvillage.com/
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Loved and Looked After 
If you need extra help to walk your dog, either on a regular 
basis or just once in a while, then give me a call.  I will love 

and look after your dog and ensure they have fun while 
getting essential exercise.  What’s more, I’ll ensure they come 
back in a clean state if that’s your preference.  I work closely 

with people and their dogs to ensure everyone is happy.  I am 
fully insured and DBS checked so you can trust every aspect 

of the service.  

I live in Badsworth so reputation is important to me.  For 
details of the services and relevant charges please contact me. 

Jo Lee  07912 951314 

 


