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Welcome to the tenth issue of our village newsletter.   With Scarecrow Week and the 
Village Fete only days away, let’s hope for good weather.  A special thank you to the 
Fete Committee members for all their hard work and particularly Joanne Ellis who 
keeps everything on track. 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to this latest issue. The illustration 
above is by Olive Sharpe and it seemed the perfect front cover for June.  

Please send contributions or ideas for the next edition no later than Friday 9 
August 2019 to: Anita Cook, Editor, via email: acook3043@gmail.com  or 
telephone: 07715 748656  

mailto:acook3043@gmail.com
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Scarecrow Competition 
It is only a few days now to the annual scarecrow competition. Thank you to all who 
have entered but for those of you who haven’t there is still time to get your entries 
in. 

The children at the village school chose the theme for this year’s scarecrow 
competition and they decided on Musicals.  

Scarecrow Week will run from Wednesday 19th June to Wednesday 26th June and 
winners will be announced at the Village Fete Day on Saturday 22rd June. Scarecrows 
will need to be in place from noon on Wednesday 19th June so that judging can take 
place. Entry fee is £3. 

Judges like to see some straw in entries and we’ve made some straw available for 
everyone to use in your entries. This is located at 3 The Croft. It is in a builder’s bag 
on the side drive which is off Nineveh Lane. Could you please ensure the cover is 
placed back over it. 

Rogerthorpe Manor are sponsoring the event again this year and will provide 1st and 
2nd prizes. Other prizes will include some retro sweet treats provided by another 
local company and don’t forget the best newcomer prize. 

This year People’s Choice category is your chance to vote for your favourite 
scarecrow. To vote you can drop me an email, drop a note 
through my letter box or there will be a voting station on 
Fete day located in St. Mary’s Centre. The count will be 
done when the Fete finishes and the prize of a meat hamper 
supplied by Dovecote Park will be awarded to the winner. 
Also on the day there is a chance to win a limited number of 
prizes by collecting all the stamps on your map located at 
various scarecrows around the village.  

All you need to do now is drop me a note with your name, 
address, phone number and email address to the following 
details then drop off your entry fee. 

Dean Parkin, 11 The Croft, 07952 494466, 
deanparkin70@gmail.com 
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Village Fete 
The Fete day on Saturday 22nd June will start at 11am, finish at 3pm and be located at 
the St Marys Centre and the school field. The Fete will be opened at 11am at St 
Mary’s with the winners of the scarecrow competition being announced then. 

There will be a number of stalls and activities taking place during the day including 

Fun Bounce   Splat the Rat 

Feed the Pig   Knock Down Alley 

Children’s Entertainer  Altofts and Normanton Brass Band 

Face Painting   Track a Tenner 

Bottle Stall   Tombola and Bric-a-Brac Stall 

Church Tower Visits  Ice Cream Van 

Refreshments will be available in the St. 
Mary’s Centre serving hot and cold food 
and drinks. The day will end with Tug of 
War on the school field. 

A big thank you from Penny Wressel for 
all the bottles which have been donated 
for the bottle stall. 

Miniature Garden Competition 

If you haven’t already done so, why not enter the 
miniature garden competition and let your 
imagination run wild to create you very own 
miniature version of a garden using a seed tray 
provided.  Entry fee is £2 and all entries will be 
displayed on Fete Day with judging taking place at 
1.30pm. 

Contact Emma Dean 
(edean_badsworth@yahoo.com) for trays or just for more information. 

 

Hopefully you can all help support your Fete Day and we look forward to seeing you 
there. 
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Church News 
Many thanks to all those who helped with Father 
Stephen’s leaving party at the St Mary’s Centre 
on 12 May.  Thanks especially to Andy, Michelle, 
Anita and Tom for catering and serving the food 
and to Christine and Marian for the drinks. 

Contrary to some rumours around the village, the 
church is not closing. We have priests arranged 
to conduct services at the usual time of 10.30am 
each Sunday to the end of August.  Whilst we 
have confirmation that the church is to remain open, exact details have yet to be 
finalised . Hopefully we will have more details for the next issue and will keep you 
informed. 

Regards, Roy Fletcher, Churchwarden.  

Badsworth St. Mary the Virgin – Explore Inside 

We are pleased to say that St. Mary’s Church is currently open to visitors on 
Thursdays from 10-00am to 3-00pm, and on Saturdays from 10-00am to 4-00pm.  

Even if you only have half an hour to spare one 
Thursday or Saturday please go along and explore 
just some of the many fascinating features including 
monuments, commemorative stained glass windows 
and other historic aspects. There’s a really 
informative guide book available which will tell you 
where to find things. Take along a donation and you 
can also help ensure we can maintain this valuable 
asset. 

The opening is part of our commitment to English 
Heritage following a past grant.  Given that the 
church needs more repairs we will no doubt be 
seeking further grants so if you can help by 
volunteering please contact Roy Fletcher, 
Churchwarden, on 01924 894391 or email 
royflet@hotmail.com.   
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Badsworth Book 
Our book, which will trace the development of Badsworth over the last 1000 years, 
is due to be published in early autumn and the writing is well under way.  I have 
quite a lot of material and am lucky that others before me have done some indepth 
research in to the history of the village.  I’ve been fascinated by some of the 
information and tales I’ve uncovered and I hope many of you will be too. 

The final draft 
has to be 
completed by 
the end of June 
if we are to 
meet our 
publishing 
deadline so this 
is just a final 
call to 
residents, or 
anyone else, 
who might 
have photos or 
just stories / 

insights in to village life over the past 50 years or so and how things have changed. I 
want the book to be informative but also interesting!  I’ve had discussions with some 
residents already and they have provided some invaluable snippets of information – 
most of which they had forgotten initially, or didn’t think were that important. 
People like me who are recent newcomers to Badsworth know little of what it was 
like from the 1970s throught to the early 2000s and yet this was a period of massive 
change.  If you can help with the loan of a photo, or just one snippet of information 
please do contact me as I would love to hear from you. 

In the next issue we’ll let you know more about the launch of the book and any 
events we are planning to hold. 

Many thanks, Anita Cook. 

Email: acook3043@gmail.com  

  

mailto:acook3043@gmail.com
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School News 
 

 
School has been as busy as always for the start of Summer Term and the children 
have been busy working as we approach our final half term.   
 

Our Year 5 Junior Road Safety Officers worked alongside 
Wakefield Council to monitor the parking at the start of 
the school day.  Following the monitoring we saw a 
positive impact on the number of cars parking at the 
school gate reducing from 27 to just 3.  We are fully 
aware of the difficulties we have with parking but it is 
great to see the improved safety for children when we all 

work together.  The Junior Road Safety Officers will continue to monitor this 
progress regularly.  
 
Father Stephen led his final collective worship and said goodbye to the children.  His 
important message was about stepping stones for life and building on each step, not 
forgetting what is in the past and the impact you have left behind.  The children 
presented him with a card and gift to mark his retirement.  We were invited to a 
surprise retirement party at the Lawson Hut where we played bingo with words 
linked to Father Stephen and we had a sing along of some of his favourite songs.  
The children had a great time and enjoyed meeting people from the Prince of Wales 

Hospice.   
 

For our summer raffle 
FOBS had the idea of the 

children contributing to 
the prizes so gave each 

class a hamper 
theme.  They then 
had to contribute 
to the filling and 
decorating of the 

hamper linked to 
their theme. The 

hampers were then judged and the 
winning class  received a prize to enjoy from FOBS.  The winning  
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School News  
class was Year 2 with their excellent ‘Picnic’ themed hamper. All the children had 
even contributed to the decorating of the hamper by weaving coloured paper straws 
and making insects.  All the hampers looked amazing.    
 
We have also held our Sports Day and Fun Day.  Our Foundation Stage and Key 
Stage 1 children had theirs in the morning and all children competed in 4 races.  Our 
Key Stage 2 children chose their events and these ranged from racing, hurdles, 
skipping and a throwing event. Following Sports Day we had Fun Day.  Here FOBS 
organised stalls and refreshments to help with fundraising. Our Year 6 children did 
an amazing job of thinking up a range of interesting games for children to take part 
in.  They raised £158 for school funds.  Well done Year 6! 
 

Our Year 6 children 
have recently been on 
a school visit to the 
Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park where they 
worked alongside a 
member of staff there 
to look at the 
sculptures and 
interpret them.  
Following this, the 
children worked in 
groups to create a 

sculpture from a given animal name.  The children had to think of its purpose e.g. 
cleaning the oceans. They then made this into a sculpture using a variety of materials 
such as tyres, wood, piping and plastics.  The day was enjoyed by all and was a great 
experience for the children.   
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Village Plan Activity 
Village Green and Traffic Questionnaires 

Many thanks to all those residents who completed the recent questionnaires.  We 
had around 125 documents back and we are busy analysing the results and looking 
closely at the comments including ideas as well as various concerns.  These will all be 
taken on board before we put a formal proposal to the Parish Council in the next 
few weeks.  Because both these issues will undoubtedly require the statutory powers 
of a Parish Council as well as support of District Councillors, then we feel it most 
appropriate that the PC takes the lead on both these issues 

Green and Pleasant Village  

The Parish Council completed the replacement of the last two 
fibreglass planters with new stone ones on Badsworth Court 
and near the School earlier in the Spring and now members of 
the Village Plan Committee have 
planted up all 4 stone planters with 
shrubs and other ‘permanent’ planting, 
making them more cost effective going 
forward. 

Also, following proposals to the Parish 
Council earlier this year, it had been agreed that the bench on 
Ninevah Lane will be completely refurbished and Andy 
Betteridge and Barrie Slinger are coordinating, with financial 
support from the PC. 

 

Calendar 2020 
Following the success of the “Reflections of Badsworth” Calendar last year, the 
Village Plan Committee will be producing a 2020 calendar which will be launched 
alongside the book in early Autumn.  We will use a variety of the old photographs 
(some older than others) which we’ve acquired for the book and it will give everyone 
a glimpse of life in the village over the past 100 years or so.  We’ll let you know as 
soon as they go on sale! 
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Village Plan Activity  
Village Website and Facebook Page 
Some of you will be aware that last year we relaunched the village website 
www.badsworthvillage.com . Unfortunately we have lacked time and resources to 
really develop it fully and complete all the key pages of information and we are 
conscious that, without a fresh push and new resource, it will simply decline.   
 
As a Committee we are determined to improve the 
website and we have quite a few ideas as to additional 
content but we’d also like feedback from residents of all 
ages as to what you find useful and what you think could 
be added that would help improve it further.  We know 
people do use the site as we get emails via the ‘contact 
us’ form.  This has ranged from enquiries about booking 
a wedding to a query about the roll out of 5G. 
 
Please take a look at the site and send in your feedback and if possible, if you have a 
little bit of time to spare, please feel free to offer some practical help. 
 

We also have a Facebook page which 
anyone can access.  We need people 
to post useful and constructive 
comments and information.  With 
the best will in the world, this 
newsletter only comes out every 2 

months and by that point a lot of information is slightly late (eg: warnings about 
crime, imminent events, road closures and other useful information).  Not everyone 
is keen on social media and indeed many are wary of it, but there is no doubt that it 
is especially attractive to younger residents and we ought to include it in our methods 
of communication. It has the potential to convey information quickly and easily so 
please can we make the same plea to residents…please access and use the page and 
feel free to pass any comments back via the Editor.  Thanks, Anita 

  

This Photo by Unknown 

http://www.badsworthvillage.com/
http://the1709blog.blogspot.com/2013/02/more-on-blocking-injunctions.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Issue 10 June 2019 10 

Round Up of  News & Activity 
George Herbert Pacy – A Badsworth Legend 

It is with great sadness that we have to report the passing of another Badsworth 
legend. 

George Pacy passed away suddenly but peacefully after a short illness. He had lived 
on The Croft with Mary for over 50 years and in that time he had made so many 
friends, and been involved in so many village activities, it would be impossible to list 
them. He certainly lived life to the full and his enthusiasm for all things competitive 
stood out. 

Testimony to the popularity of this outstanding 
human being was evident at his funeral in St 
Mary’s Church, where he regularly worshipped 
and sang in the choir. The church was packed 
to the rafters with family, friends, past 
colleagues and students.  The singing was 
amazing and the congregation’s rendering of 
“Guide me O Thou great Redeemer” 
(George’s favourite hymn) caused the hairs on 
the back of the neck to stand up. 

Mary wishes to thank all who attended and all 
who have supported, and continue to support 
her.  She is overwhelmed with the help she has 
had. 

 

 

 

Craft Fair – Epilepsy UK 

On Sunday 2 June, Jenny Parkin organised a Craft Fair in the St Mary’s Centre which 
raised £450 for Epilepsy UK.  Jenny would like to thank all her family and friends on 
what was a joyous occasion. 
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Round Up of  News & Activity 
Yorkshire Air Ambulance Coffee Morning – 27 April   

Della Rudenko and friends hosted a 
coffee morning at the St Mary’s Centre 
which raised over £555 for Yorkshire 
Air Ambulance.  Many thanks to all 
those who helped and/or donated cakes 
for the event and special thanks to the 
very generous donations from those who 
attended. 

Following the event Della also donated 
items of equipment to St Mary’s Centre 
which should prove useful for future 
events. 

 

Prince of Wales Hospice – Afternoon Tea at Wynfield Bungalow – 
26 May 

Karen Mullin and her sister Michelle Grainger 
(from Michell’s Flowers in Pontefract) hosted an 
Afternoon Tea event for family and friends on 26 
May and, despite some rather unhelpful weather, 
raised a total of £857.24 for the Prince of Wales 
Hospice.  Michelle has set herself a target of raising 
£30,000 for the Hospice this year and her running 
total is £9300.   
 
Pictured left are: Michelle Grainger, Karen Mullin 
and Roberta Jacklyn. The ladies would like to thank 
all those who attended and who gave so generously. 
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Round Up of  News & Activity 
St Mary’s Centre Coffee Mornings 

A coffee morning is held at the St Mary’s Centre on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month, the next being Saturday ?? July at 
10.30am.  There is a mini ‘Bring & Buy’ selling 
confectionery, books, jewellery and sometimes fresh 
vegetables.  There is also a raffle as well as a friendly 
atmosphere so come along to meet and chat.  Just a 
reminder that everyone is welcome.  

 

Lawson Hut  

The Hut can be booked for multiple uses for £7 per hour or at a special rate of £25 
for up to four hours for parties. All enquiries via SueMatthews1@me.com tel 01977 
650730 or 07553 855108.  

  

New Parish Councillors 

The newly elected Parish Councillors for the village are: 
Brenda Graham (Chair) 
Jessica Carrington (Vice Chair) 
Dan Crawshaw 
Kathryn Huskisson 
Peter Smith 
 
Parish Council information, including dates of meetings, agendas, minutes and 
financial details, can be found on their website: www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Defibrillator 
The Parish Council is looking for local businesses to come 
forward to sponsor the purchase of a defibrillator for the 
village.  The Parish Council has already received a donation 
of £300 towards the cost of the device from the GMB 
ASDA.  If you are aware of any businesses that would be 
willing to help could you please let the Parish Clerk, 
Graham Earnshaw, email: 
badsworthparishcouncil@outlook.com   

mailto:SueMatthews1@me.com
http://www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:badsworthparishcouncil@outlook.com
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Automated_External_Defibrillator_(symbol).svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Round Up of  News & Activity  
Crime in the village 
Some of you may be aware that 
there have been various vehicle 
thefts in the village over the past few 
weeks so please be extra vigilant  
regarding the security of your 
vehicle.  The ones we know of have 
been from Back Lane and Main 
Street but side roads will not be immune.  Theives seem to have focussed on 
commercial vehicles as well as “high end” cars, possibly stolen to order 
 
 

Update on Ladies Barbershop Quartet 

The entertainment for those who 
attended the afternoon tea back in 
April included a performance by the 
Ladies Barbershop Quartet called 
Incognito.  They performed as part of 
their preparations for the Regional 
championship. Well, I can let you 
know that the quartet came 4th out of 
16. While they were a little 
disappointed, the ladies are also 
members of a large chorus, 
‘Heartbeat’, who are now Regional 
champions! Well done to them, and 
we wish them well in their next 
competition – wherever that may be! 
 

Fashion Show – in aid of Prince of Wales Hospice  

On Monday 15th July a fashion show is being held at the Rustic Arms in Ackworth at 
7pm in aid of the Prince of Wales Hospice.  There will be huge savings on High 
Street brands including Monsoon, M&S and Wallis. Tickets are available on the day 
for £5 or in advance from Michelle’s Flowers, 76 Baghill Lane, Pontefract. 
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Jacobean Pub 

 
With a great reputation for fresh home cooked food, The Jacobean Pub is a great 
environment for all the family. We offer a large menu with excellent choices for 
vegetarians and children. The Jacobean Pub changes its menus depending on the 
season and has a range of fine ale and lager for the discerning customer. We offer 
our delicious Carvery served every Sunday from 12noon until 8pm, £10 per adult & 
£6.50 for children under 12yrs.  
  
We also have our Senior Citizens Special Menu available all day Monday to Saturday, 
including Bank Holidays. With the option to choose Two Courses for £11.55 or 
Three Courses for £14.55, all served with complimentary English Tea or Coffee.  
  
NEW – We now have a brand new outdoor patio extension perfect on a summers 
day to relax and soak up the sun and enjoy beautiful countryside views. 
  
If you wish to make a reservation please call the team on 01977 643839 – No 
bookings taken on Sundays. 
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