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A Note from the New Editor 
Welcome to the latest issue of  our village newsletter. 

It is with huge thanks that I send outgoing editor Anita Cook 
the very best of  wishes as she embarks on the next stage of  her 
journey.  Anita has been instrumental in so many aspects of  
village life over the years and I’m sure we will all miss her.  Anita 
will be a hard act to follow, but as the new editor I will do my 
best to continue the brilliant work Anita has done. 

One of  the things that drew me and my wife Jane to Badsworth 
was its sense of  community.  Our Badsworth Way is an 

important part of  what makes this village such a delightful place to live.  The internet 
is a brilliant thing and being able to connect with friends and relatives all over the 
world is invaluable, especially at the moment.  The Village website and more recently 
our Facebook page have connected people all across Badsworth, but not everyone 
wants to, or is able to follow what’s happening online.  Our Badsworth Way plays an 
key role in Village life and I am proud to be able to help play a part in keeping this 
spirit alive. 

If  you have news or views you can contact me via the Village Website or Facebook. 
Or you can call or write to me.  All contact information is at the back.  
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Badsworth: A Village through time 
This is your final opportunity to purchase a copy of  this new book directly from 
Anita. The book  provides an insight in to the life of  the village over a thousand-
year period. For a small village, Badsworth has a rich and fascinating history, with 
heroes and villains, whose tales are told in the book. Whether you are a long-
standing resident, or a newcomer to the village, there is something in the book 
that I think you will find of  interest and the book is quite informal, anecdotal 
and thought provoking.   

The book costs £10 and all profits go to charity.



To the Manor Re-born 
A#er almost 6 months limbo, Rogerthorpe Manor has re-opened. But what went 
on behind the scenes? Managing Director Richard Metcalfe opens the doors on 
life in lockdown at the Manor. 

“The Pandemic came at such a speed 
and whilst Lockdown was shocking for 
all concerned personally it was a feeling 
of  relief  and safety when we closed the 
doors in March; initially for what we 
thought would be a period of  3 months.  

Fast forward to Early August and writing 
these notes for publication in September 
it’s still very difficult to foresee how our 
loyal customers will feel about dining 

out and returning when we re-open. Initially; we used the down time to complete our 
final luxury suite called The Hideaway (formerly an unused barn to the rear of  the 
hotel) we have also used the time to decorate and generally spent time in the hotel 
and the Jacobean Pub performing maintenance that we would not have been able to 
do before.  

We’ve held off  (opening) to ensure we are fully up to speed with the legal 
requirements and again these are changing on an almost weekly basis; but by using 
the “Good to go” scheme and following the necessary cleaning schedules and 
recommendations we will ensure we bring a safe environment for both my colleagues 
and customers alike. A 1-way system to enter and exit the Jacobean Pub will be in 
place and we recommend booking a table for all our customers but we will always try 
and accommodate local guests who just want to call in for a spontaneous drink. 
Hotel guests will also see changes in bedrooms that reduce interaction and removes 
the need to touch any unnecessary items; this is a difficulty in what is a close 
customer service environment.  

We have planned for the hotel to re-open on Wednesday 2nd September and then 
the Jacobean Pub the following Friday 11th September. At the time of  writing this 
we are still unable to hold Weddings and we have had to reschedule over 90 
Weddings so far this year. It’s been a very challenging time for all my colleagues and 
we truly can’t wait to get back to providing a safe level of  service to all our guests in 
both the Jacobean Pub and the hotel alike.  
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Time to Fly 
The Yorkshire Air Ambulance celebrates its 20th birthday in October. In the past 
Badsworth has supported this independent life saving charity, providing a rapid 
response emergency service to 5 million people across the whole of Yorkshire. In 
fact over 90% of  Yorkshire live within 20 minutes flying time from one of  their two 
bases and it takes only 2-3 minutes from a 999 call for a helicopter to take off.  This 
year it has already responded to over 900 incidents, despite the Covid emergency that 
saw service personnel redeployed to frontline NHS duties.   

Like many charities 
across the UK, at the 
beginning of  2020 
the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance was hit hard 
by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Temporarily, 
this impacted the 
charities operational 
status. Happily, the 
charity’s two aircraft 
based at Nostell Air 
Support Unit and RAF 
Topcliffe are flying 
again, kitted out with 
Perspex screens and full 
PPE to protect the crew. 

Sadly, after the cancellation of  many spring and summer events, which would 
normally bring in a lot of  money annually for the Yorkshire Air Ambulance, the 
charity estimates that they have lost around £420,000 in donations during this time. 
To keep both of  Yorkshire's Air Ambulances maintained and in the air, the YAA 
needs to raise £12,000 every single day, which is the equivalent of  £4.4m a year. The 
generosity that they receive really is the life blood of  the Charity.  

You can see the Air Ambulance in action on	the Discovery Channel series 
‘Helicopter ER’ which is broadcast on Channel Really. To find out how you can 
donate to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance, please visit www.yaa.org.uk 
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Church News 
Church Repairs and Re-Opening   

I’m sure you will have noticed the 
structural work taking place at St 
Mary’s church.  The repairs required 
the temporary closing the church, 
however this coincided with the 
Covid-19 lockdown, limiting the 
inconvenience.  

Extensive scaffolding was erected 
inside the church for work on the 
walls, including around the organ pipes 
to fit dust protection. Some Internal 
and external stonework required 
replacing due to erosion. Substantial 
cracks had appeared on the outer wall 
to the right of  the alter and Structural 
engineers recommended fitting metal 
brackets to tie the east wall and the 
south wall together. An additional 
crack around the Chancel arch was also 
secured by the fitting of  metal ties. 
Cracks to the floor were investigated 
by On Site Archaeology. No specific 
cause was found and the cracks were 
suitably sealed. All repair work is 
programmed to be completed by mid 
October. 

The church re-opened on Sunday the 
6th September for mass.  Services are 
still subject to restrictions imposed by 
Covid-19. At the time of  writing,  the 
Sunday service will be at 11-00am. The 
church is now open again for Baptisms, 
Weddings and Funerals, subject once 

again to any Covid-19 restrictions applicable at the time. 
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Clear-up in the churchyard 
The church and its grounds are a focal point in the village and many of  us wander 
through on a regular basis.  Although Wakefield Council does cut the grass, there are 
many aspects of  the upkeep of  the churchyard which benefit from community 
involvement.  A few weeks ago, a small group of  volunteers managed to clear the 
weeds from the steps of  the church, as 
well as clearing weeds and grass from 
some of  the gravestones.  There was also 
a massive “rubbish” heap and self-seeded 
trees near the memorial stones and, 
thanks to the sterling efforts of  a few 
volunteers, this area has now been cleared 
to reveal an intriguing structure.  Plans are 
underway to try to make this area even 
more appealing now. 

Of  course, the work needs to be done on 
an ongoing basis and so, if  you have an 
hour or so to spare, and want to blow away 
the cobwebs over the autumn period, then 
please feel free go down to the churchyard 
and help tackle one of  any number of  
tasks. 

The following are just some examples of  
the sort of  areas we are looking to tackle: 

• Clearing ivy from the outer stone walls. 

• The old drainage gullies around the church itself  need clearing and 
vegetation growing up the church walls needs addressing so as to 
minimise damp issues inside the building itself. 
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• Many graves are overgrown either with ivy or grass or both. 

• Keeping the steps (or any other area) clear of  weeds. 

We have been liaising with Wakefield Council for the provision of  suitable bags and 
the collection of  rubbish and hope this can continue through the Parish Council. To 
date we estimate that WMDC have collected 50-100 bags of  rubbish.  Thanks to 
Peter Smith for acting as our point of  contact with the council. 
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Before and after, 
but what is it?



School News 
 

Welcome back to our new school year, it certainly is a very different start to previous 
years.  We are super proud of  all our children who have adapted to our new school 
routines. We have increased hand washing, one-way systems and playground zones 
but all children in school are managing well and enjoying being back with their peers.   

Due to the current circumstances, we have been required to amend the start and end 
time of  our school day.  Following Government Guidance, we have implemented a 
staggered start and finish.  This means classes start at different times, ranging from 
8.45am to 9.05am.  At the end of  the day, classes finish between 3.10pm and 3.30pm.  
We have also implemented a one-way system for entering and exiting school 
premises.  When entering our school site, parents walk down the main school path 
and exit school site via Badsworth Way.  We apologies for any inconvenience this 
may cause.   

Our new Foundation Stage children have settled well into school and, after only one 
visit to school prior to September, all the staff  are delighted with how they have 
started their journey with us.  We are looking forward to seeing them grow and learn 
over the coming years  

Issue 17 September 2020 page 10



Our parent association, Friends of  Badsworth School (FOBS), organised for a ginger 
bread man biscuit to go home with the new pupils to welcome them and as you can 
imagine, this was a very popular treat for our Foundation Stage children.   

Already our new school council has been elected. This includes six Year 6 children 
and 2 class representatives from Years 2-5.  The children have to state why their 
peers should vote for them and while learning about democracy the children vote for 
the person who they would like to represent them on the school council.  I am sure 
the children will enjoy making changes and positive contributions to whole school 
life.   

Our collective worship theme for the first half  term is 
‘Respect and Reverence’.  Sadly, at the moment we can’t join 
together in the school hall or church to worship but we are 
holding some class and virtual collective worships where 
children will learn and be given the opportunity to reflect on 
topics such as God’s creations, God’s animals and respecting 
others.   
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Creating an environment in which we ‘CARE’ 
Consider and respect everyone as Jesus taught us.
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Classic Family Recipes 
There’s never a better dish than the one handed down through the family. 
Heartwarming pies and stews, cakes and scones with a thick dollop of  cream 
and jam; is there anything more homely than your mum’s favourite recipe.  This 
month we’re sharing Chris’ lemon drizzle.  Her lemon drizzle cake was legend at 
the Bedford WI stall and sold out every time. 35 years on this cake is still a firm 
favourite with friends and family alike and Jane never tires of  making it. Try it 
for yourself. 

Ingredients  
• 5oz self  raising flour 

• 4oz butter 

• 4oz caster sugar 

• 2 beaten eggs 

• Rind of  1 lemon 

• 2 heaped tablespoons lemon curd 

Method 

1. Grease and line an 8” round tin 

2. Mix all ingredients together  

3. Bake at 160 C for 45 minutes 

4. Mix together the juice of  a lemon with 2 tablespoons of  caster sugar 
and pour over cake while still warm. 

5. Cut a thick slice or two and share with friends over a cup of  hot 
Yorkshire tea.



A Clot With A Plot 
Over the last few weeks it has seemed as if  my gardening had turned into archeology, 
as I dug out a small mountain of  old stonework, bedsprings and glass bottles. After 
some weeks of  building up a tan and doing my best impression of  Oliver Mellors (A 
DH Lawrence reference there), I finally had something resembling soil.  Time to 
plant something, but what?  Lady Chatterly’s Lover it turns out isn’t the best 
gardening reference, so I asked around and someone said ask Simon.  I never knew 
my brother was a keen gardener and he lives in Miami.  His biggest garden problem 
is removing the alligators that inadvertently trespass onto his flower beds.  Wrong 
Simon, they meant Simon at Ackworth Garden Centre.  Here’s an expert view. 

Some Proper Gardening Tips 
Hi! I’m Simon, the owner of  
Ackworth Garden Centre. I graduated 
with a BSc. in plant sciences and 
horticulture, and have spent my whole 
life working with plants, writing 
gardening columns and managing 
garden centres across the country. 
Jonathan kindly asked me to 
contribute some helpful tips to your 
magazine, and so I’m looking forward 
to sharing my gardening hacks with 

you! This month I’d recommend making yourself  a bulb lasagna. It’s a great value 
and incredibly easy way to create a consistent display of  colour from now until next 
summer. 

So without further ado, here are some of  my top tips for planting bulbs: 

1. Make a bulb lasagna. It’s significantly easier than making a real lasagna! 
Create a lasagna by alternating each layer of  bulbs with a layer of  soil. 
You can plant up to three levels of  bulbs. Place the bulbs which flower 
latest at the lowest level, and then the smaller and earlier ones at the top.  

2. Plant the bulbs pointy side up, this is pretty obvious on larger bulbs, but 
on small ones like snowdrops just double check for this by looking for a 
flat bottom to make sure you’re putting them in the right way up. 

3. Remember many of  our bulbs aren’t native to the UK, they’re from 
Turkey, Spain and the Middle East, so they really don’t like the ground 
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to be too wet.  Ensure the soil is free draining – if  your garden has 
pools of  water once it has rained, it is better to grow them in pots.  

4. Choose the right spot. Different bulbs enjoy different light levels, so pay 
attention to this when planting. Tulips like lots of  sun, whereas daffodils 
and crocus are happy in either sun or light shade. Snowdrops and 
bluebells will merrily grow in deep shade.  

5. On top of  the bulbs you can plant cyclamen or winter-flowering pansies 
to keep your container or border colourful from autumn until late 
spring, cheering you up throughout the grey, winter months! 

If  you would like more information on planting bulbs please take a look at our 
facebook page or gardening blog which also has a ‘how-to’ video as a visual aid –
https://www.harpinsgardens.co.ukgardenersguide. Please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch if  you have any horticultural queries or any topics you would like us to cover in 
this column, we love to chat about gardening!  

Stay safe – and get yourself  growing! 

Simon.  
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Scarecrow Festival 2020 
This year has been our 16th Scarecrow Festival although under very different 
circumstances. I counted 13 scarecrows around the village with quite a few new 
residents showcasing their Scarecrows.  

I would like to say a big thank you to those of  you who created Scarecrows this year 
and look forward to organising next year event which I’m sure we all hope will be 
under better circumstances. 

Here are a few of  this year’s creations. 
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Parish Council Update  
Parish Council Meetings 
The Parish Council is continuing to meet monthly but is adhering to guidance from 
the National Association of  Local Councils and is meeting remotely (via Zoom). 
Parishioners are welcome to join the meetings. Details of  how to join the meetings 
can be found on the Parish Council website. 

Defibrillator 
The Parish Council has purchased a defibrillator and is looking to install it in the 
Church porch. The Parish Council is waiting to receive permission from the Church 
before it can proceed with the installation but things are taking longer to sort out at 
the moment as a lot of  the church staff  have been furloughed. 

Parish Council Vacancy 
There is currently a vacancy for a councillor on the Parish Council. The Parish 
Council is looking to co-opt someone on to the Council to fill the vacancy. The 
Parish Council has had interest from one person to join the Council. 
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Dean’s life saving helmet after the crash.

M otorists could you please give plenty of  
room to cyclists, writes Dean Parkin. 

Cyclists can you please ensure you wear 
a helmet however short your ride is and wherever 
you cycle be it on or off  road. I believe this 
should be law like it is for motorbikes. A helmet 
could save you from serious injury. 

I’ve seen too many cyclists not wearing a helmet 
over the last few years and a number around the 
village. 

Why am I doing this? I was run off  the road by a 
motorist a few weeks ago who didn’t even see me 
on a clear straight road and I’m sure my helmet 
saved my life. So please ensure you all wear a 
helmet.

A Plea to All Road Users



Village News and Events 
Ann Slinger 
It is with great sadness that we share the news that Ann Slinger passed away 
unexpectedly on 10th August.  Barrie has written a short message thanking everyone 
in the Village for their support: 

“It has been a difficult year for many of  us but Ann's death on August 10th when overcome by 
bladder cancer was a terrible end for a brave and beautiful woman. We were supported magnificently 
by everyone who knew of  our problem and the close presence of  the whole family for the final days.  
The whole family was amazed, surprised, touched by the send off  the hearse was given as it left our 
house.  We thank you all!.” 

The order of  service will be made available on the Village Website for those who 
would like a copy.   

Disparate Housewives 
Disparate Housewives was founded eight years ago by a handful of  women from 
Badsworth and Thorpe Audlin for women of  all ages, with the emphasis being on 
need, support and friendship. The Covid pandemic put a temporary halt to meetings, 
but with the easing of  lockdown rules plans were agreed with the Lawson Hut to 
begin meetings again in September.  Then came the news came about only 6 being 
able to meet socially. The best laid plans! 

We have decided to assess the meetings on a monthly basis based on the 
Government guidelines. I am going to email our members with an update/ 
newsletter each month so we can all stay in touch. Should any ladies in the village 
want to join our “temporarily non meeting group” then they can contact Rebecca 
Mill via email: rebecca@dmill.plus.com 

Village Website and Facebook  
The website has been somewhat static recently, partly due to the increase of  visitors 
to the village Facebook page.  With the current state and pace of  the pandemic,  
Facebook is a much quicker way of  getting information out and enabling people to 
stay in touch with Village life. The Facebook page now has over 150 likes and was 
visited over 250 times in the last month.  If  you haven’t already, please like our page, 
it makes a big difference and makes me smile every time.  
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It is now possible to post directly to the Facebook page without it needing to be 
approved in advance.  If  you have something of  interest about Badsworth, share it. 
It will bring a ray of  autumn sunshine to someone’s day. 

Village Plan Committee 
Just to let residents know that a couple of  projects that were planned for this year 
(but were subsequently put on hold due to coronavirus restrictions) are currently 
being reviewed by Village Plan Committee in the hope that they may eventually go 
forward in 2021. 
  
The first is the proposal to plant wild flowers on the field margin adjacent to Grove 
Lane – discussions have already taken place with the farmer to see if  we can start to 
prepare the site before the winter, so we can get a head start with seed sowing in the 
spring (whilst socially distancing, of  course !).  

The second is a hanging basket initiative whereby Village Plan Committee would 
work with Parish Council and residents to provide a colourful display across the 
Village – there are a number of  issues that need to be resolved but hopefully a plan 
of  action can be produced by early in the New Year. 

Village Plan also hopes to again utilise the yew tree in the Church yard for Christmas 
lights but it is uncertain what else can be planned due to the Government restrictions 
and how that might change over time. 

Peter Smith 
Village Plan CommitteeLawson Hut Committee 

The Lawson Hut 
The Lawson Hut Committee have held “remote” meetings to monitor and 
implement the arrangements necessary for the Hut to be made available again with 
required safety measures in place.  Sadly, due to the most recent government 
guidelines,  all plans to re-open are again on hold.  Any enquires can be made 
through the village website. 
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Badsworth: A Village Through Time  
I just wanted to say thank you to everyone who has already bought a copy of  the 
village history book.  I said that all profits would go to charity and, as it currently 
stands, I have been able to donate £70 towards the church restoration, £90 to 
Macmillan Cancer, £30 to Prince of  Wales Hospice and £10 to Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance.   

If  you haven't yet bought a copy, or are new to the village in the last few months, 
then copies will still be available via Ebay (just search for "Badsworth" and scroll 
down the items) for £10 including postage.  The printing costs have now been 
recouped and so all money received from now on will go towards charity. 

Many thanks for the support received.  Regards, Anita Cook 
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Thank You Anita, You Will Be Missed 
Most of  us will be aware that Anita Cook is leaving the Village and on 
behalf  of  all those who have worked with her on various initiatives 
within Badsworth, I just wanted to wish her, Chris and Barnie the 
Spaniel, all the best in their new home. 

Over the last few years, Anita has worked tirelessly on numerous 
Village projects and was one of  the initial members of  the Village 
Plan committee, which she subsequently went on to Chair for an 18 
month period. Anita also took on the role of  editor of  Our 
Badsworth Way newsletter and her energy/vision has made this a 
much loved publication that keeps residents up to date with Village 
matters. 

All those who know her will recognise Anita’s commitment to 
Badsworth and it is her drive and “can do” approach that have 
enabled so many projects to be completed within the Village that 
otherwise would just not have happened. 

 So a big thank you Anita, for everything that you have contributed to 
within the Village – we will all miss you but best wishes for the 
future . 

Peter Smith 
Village Plan Committee
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Our Badsworth Way  
Contact Details 

If  you have ideas for future content or articles, or have an event, activity or item 
of  news you want to publicise then please contact the editor: 

Jonathan Broadhurst  
Email:    jonathan.broadhurst@me.com   
Mobile:  07432 048433 

You can also write to Jonathan at:  
Village View  
Main Street 
Badsworth  
WF9 1AF 

For any enquiries regarding advertising in the newsletter please contact: 

Andrew Betteridge 
Email:   andrew.71.b@gmail.com  
Mobile: 07815 960264  

The deadline for contributions for the December issue is  
Friday 27 November 2020.
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