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A word from the Editor 

I feel a little bit like the photo of me opposite.  
That’s me emerging from the Cu Chi tunnels 
near Ho Chi Min City, Vietnam.  During the 

Vietnam war, the Vietcong used these hidden 
entrances to escape to their vast underground 
sanctuary.  The entrances are tiny and have 
actually been made bigger so tourists can get 
down them.  The tunnels  are narrow, dark and 
claustrophobic.  Climbing back out into the sun 
and fresh air was a very happy moment for me. 
That’s how I’m feeling now.  It’s been a long, 

dark road but I have emerged safely into the summer sun.

The Church is holding services again and the Lawson Hut is back open 
with the return of its regular activities.  I have enjoyed a pint at 
Rogerthorpe Manor and I’m looking forward to a coffee at St Mary’s 
Community Centre as soon as they can open it up.  What are you looking 
forward to in the coming weeks and months?  

One sad note is to report that our local priest Revd Charlene Smith will be 
leaving us to take up the position of Chaplain at the Mid-Yorkshire 
Hospitals NHS Trust.  I am sure you will want to join me in wishing Revd 
Charlene all the very best in her new role.

If you have news or views you can contact me via the Village Website or 
Facebook. Or you can call or write to me. All my details are at the back of 
the newsletter.

Jonathan 
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The Village Plan Committee is to publish a 2022 calendar later this 
year.  The theme is “Badsworth Through The Seasons”.  We are 
holding a competition and the lucky winners will have their photos 
published in the calendar. We have a few entries already and it 
would be great to have lots to choose from.


 

• Closing entry date 31st 

August 2021 for Publication 
in October.


• Photos to be a minimum of 
1MB in size and landscape, 
JPG would be preferred.


• Please e-mail your photos to: 
jonathan@ignite-me.com


 


Calendars will go on sale for £5 and all proceeds will go to funding 
future Badsworth Plan Committee projects. So keep snapping and 
dig out your scenic village photos from any time in the last year. 
We’ll give you an update in the next issue.  There is a gallery of a 
few of the submissions in this months edition of the newsletter.


Please e-mail for pre orders to guarantee your copy!

 

Village Plan Committee

Badsworth Calendar 2022

mailto:jonathan@ignite-me.com?subject=Calendar


St Mary’s Church  
Whilst thinking of what to say in this edition, it 
occurred to me that when in St Mary's helping 
to clean over the last few months, there have 
been a few local walkers passing the doorway 
who pop their heads in church to say hello, 
which is always lovely.  A few times people 
have stopped for a chat and stated they 
would like to help, but don't know when or 
how. 

We are always happy to have volunteers, 
even if it's a one off, you don't have to attend 

St Mary's Church services, but if anyone wants 
to help in any way with the church, centre or garden at the centre, we 
would be very grateful.  

Since becoming a church warden, I have realised just how much work 
there is to do, obviously not on my own, we have a great team, but its a 
small team and with a grade I listed church and grade II listed centre 
(which are very old) there is always something.

We are hoping to try and put together a fabrics committee - if you or you 
know of anyone interested in old buildings do get in touch, you don't have 
to be a PCC member just have an interest.  We have lots of work to 
consider at this time and are hoping to start this with lighting and sound/
loop system in the next few months.

One of the larger projects has been the desire for a toilet and small kitchen 
within the church - one which would not alter the outside/inside character 
of the building. 
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One last note - I am happy to announce that Alison Fergerson is now 
joining me as a Church Warden, who many of you may already know.

If you do want to get in touch with myself or anyone else at St Mary's our 
details are in the porch area of the Church.

Karen Barker 

A message from Revd Charlene Smith 
One thing that we’ve probably missed over the past year is parties. This 
month should enable us to party again! Lots of Jesus’ parables focus on 
parties, as they are a picture of the joy, hope and life of the kingdom of 
God. The parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14: 15-24) challenges us not 
to miss out on this.

In Jesus’ day, when people accepted an invitation to a banquet, they were 
only told the actual time on the day: ‘Come, for everything is now 
ready’ (17). Jesus’ invites each one of us to share in the life of His 
kingdom.

However, the guests made excuses for not coming. At the time, this would 
have been extremely insulting to the host. They said: ‘I have just bought a 
field; I must try out my new team of oxen; I have just got married’ (18-20). 
These are all good things in themselves, however they reveal their 
priorities were elsewhere. 

How did the host respond? He ordered His servants to ‘Go out quickly into 
the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the 
blind and the lame.’ (21). Jesus makes the point that God’s kingdom is 
open to all! 

Revd. Charlene Smith
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In the Garden with Simon 
Hi! I’m Simon, the owner of Ackworth 
Garden Centre. I graduated with a BSc. in 
plant sciences and horticulture, and have 
spent my whole life working with plants, 
writing gardening columns and managing 
garden centres across the country. I’m 
looking forward to sharing my gardening 
hacks with you. 

Now the weather has at last arrived, it’s really a great time to get planting 
… and admiring your work with a well earned drink on the patio 
afterwards! Here are my top tips for instant garden make-overs you’ll be 
thrilled to bits with ….

1.  Invest in bedding. It’s beautiful, versatile and will add some instant 
colour to your garden. If you want to play it safe and straightforward, get 
yourself some geraniums, fuchsias, or African daisies – these are large, 
colourful and will instantly brighten up any drab corners. We also have 
lots more unusual bedding plants in store at the minute, like ceanothus 
or snapdragons, if you fancy something a little more unconventional to 
fill in those drab spaces.

2. Make up containers and hanging baskets in under ten minutes. They 
look amazing but are so quick and easy to make. The real art lies in 
mixing thrillers ( a large, central plant), fillers (smaller plants around the 
edge) and spillers (trailing plants to go at the sides). Using this recipe 
you can’t go wrong! If you’re not sure what to look for you can ask one 
of our team, or pop online to see our pre-made up sets which include all 
the plants you need as well as feeds, compost and planting instructions.
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3. Get summer veg in now. It’s still not too late to plant tomato, cucumber 
and strawberry plants, to name but a few. If you want to push the boat 
out, you could try growing your own family favourites, by buying trays of 
broccoli, lettuce, or celery.

4. Get instant drama with large perennials; trees, giant tree ferns and 
large shrubs are all perfect if you want a low maintenance look as they 
are striking and will require little maintenance. 

5. Use a colour hack. You can always cheat colour with accessories; our 
rugs, throws, scented candle range and solar lights are all great ways to 
add interest and glamour to your garden and create a welcoming space, 
with no need for getting your hands dirty!

So there you go; now all you need to do is enjoy your handiwork. And, of 
course, if you ever do have any gardening queries as you do your 
planting, your local garden centre is at your service to give you the advice 
and support you need!

Simon
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Beautiful Badsworth 
In May 2002 Yorkshire Life published an article by Gill 
Haynes about her visit to Badsworth.  Yorkshire Life 
commissioned Les Packham MBE, then Chair of the 
Yorkshire Watercolour Society, to paint some scenes 
of Badsworth to accompany the article. 

Gill describes Badsworth as a “sleepy little haven”  and 
imagined Emma Peel driving her sports car at great 
speed through this “quintessentially English village”.

Miraculously, this edition of Yorkshire Life has been preserved by local 
resident Steve Duckett.  It’s not in the company’s online archive and 
currently this is the only known copy.  Well done Steve, hopefully it is 
worth more than its original £1.90 cover price. 

The paintings though have faded into the mists of time following Les 
Packham’s 
Death; all apart 
from the one 
below of Main 
Street.  Steve 
knows of its 
whereabouts, 
but we’re 
keeping that a 
secret - you’ll 
have to ask him 
yourself.
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Scarecrow Festival 2021 
Dean Parkin, Scarecrow in Chief

Hopefully you are all finishing off your 
scarecrows when you receive this 
edition of Our Badsworth Way, if not 
you still have time to create one. This 
year the theme is an open one so 
you can use whatever you can lay 
your hands on, could even be a 
previous year’s creation.

We would normally make some straw 
available but as with last year  in light 
of the current uncertainty with social 
distancing I thought it best we give 
this a miss again this year, so use 

whatever you can get your hands on.

If your scarecrows can be displayed during the original dates which are 
Wednesday 16th June to Wednesday 23rd June I’ll get them 
photographed for the village website and Facebook page. Feel free to 
keep them up longer if you wish.

Any viewings must of course be in line with government recommendations 
regarding social distancing that are relevant at that time.

Dean.

Dean Parkin, 07952 494466

deanparkin70@gmail.com
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Team Holly - Mountain Climb 

Many of you will know the Walker Family 
and I’m almost certain you will have eaten 
a cake or two from one of their many 
fundraising events.  Their daughter Holly 
has a life-limiting condition, but they work 
tirelessly to make Holly's life as fun and 
memory filled as possible for both her and 
her siblings, Elliot, Isobel and Phoebe. 

On 12th June with the help of Martin House and KUTA outdoors (who 
have organised a team of selfless volunteers), they are taking Holly to the 
top of Pen-y- Ghent in her wheelchair. Holly has never 
experienced anything like this and it will be an enormous emotional and 
physical achievement for everyone involved.  

You can support the Walker family and the amazing Team Holly by going 
to their Just Giving page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
teamholly97  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It’s All Going Swimmingly 
Earlier this year, brothers Max and 
Joe Litchfield were selected for the 
GB Olympic Swimming Team and 
will be competing in Tokyo later this 
year.  Max and Joe are only the 
third brothers to compete for the GB 
Olympic swim team and they are 
already being compared to fellow 
Yorkshire brothers Jonny and 
Alistair Brownlee. 

Sadly, parents Donna and Peter 
can’t go with them to Tokyo due to 
the Covid restrictions. However, 
they did get to go to Rio with Max 
where he came 4th. In the run-up to 
the Tokyo Olympics, Max and Joe 
recently took part in the European 
Championships in Budapest. They 
came away with a fantastic medal 
haul of 3 Golds, 2 Silvers & 1 
Bronze! The 5 relay medals and 
Max’s individual Bronze on the final night in the 400m Individual Medley 
topped some great swims as the lads build up for their Olympic journey.

The brothers  learnt to swim as toddlers. Donna and Peter, always felt it is 
a necessary life skill for everyone. "As they got older we realised they and 
their sister Grace were very talented” says Donna.  “Grace was never 
bothered about going down the road they did.”
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Donna feels that as a family they haven’t sacrificed anything -  “Without 
sounding cliche, we did everything we could to help them achieve their 
dreams. I don’t feel we have given anything up as a family, if anything they 
were the ones who sacrificed as they had early morning sessions for 
years. I’m talking 5am starts in the pool from 10 years old. As a family we 
haven’t missed out on anything. They have traveled the world and we 
have been lucky enough to go too with Rio, Australia and Korea to name a 
few.”

Good Luck boys!!!  Any chance of a gold postbox in Badsworth?

Fancy a Game of  Footie? 
If you like football, how about 
representing the Village in a 
match against Thorpe Audlin.  
It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re 9 or 90 (and still feel 
9yrs old), everyone can take 
part.  If enough people are 
interested we can have more 
than one team. 6-a-side or 11-
a-side it’s the taking part that 

counts.  The games(s) will take place at Thorpe Audlin Cricket Ground and 
they date is yet to be decided.  Hopefully this can become an annual event 
and raise some money for good causes.  If you want to know more, drop 
me a line at jonathan.broadhurst@me.com or 07432 048432.

Issue 21 June 2021 page 13

mailto:jonathan.broadhurst@me.com


Parish Council Update  
Just a Minute – A personal perspective 
Most of us enjoy a trip out occasionally to get a change of scenery and to 
see new things. Other times, we undertake a journey because we need to 
get somewhere in particular and here in Badsworth we’re pretty much the 
same. Opportunities for travel have recently been very limited but as 
things improve then our scope to look further afield will hopefully increase. 
So in view of that, a little while ago we invested in one of those new 
fangled electric vehicles. It’s a bit different to the norm though as its 
battery is charged by the aspirations of residents, so that provided we can 
maintain a positive momentum, we don’t need to worry unduly about 
running out of power.

The other thing that’s a bit special about this car is that it’s a partnership 
vehicle, so it’s been adapted for a co-driver and we’ve already given it a 
spin around the block with the Church when we worked with them on the 
“Yew tree” project in St Mary’s Churchyard to make it a focal point for 
community activity. Based on that success, we had another outing with the 
Church when we needed to find a home for the village defibrillator which, 
as a result of that partnership working, is now housed in the Church porch. 
This was more akin to a trip to the coast and the traffic was a little heavier 
than we had anticipated but overall we had a grand day out.

That’s the thing about collaboration – if we get it right, we can open up a 
range of possibilities that can make a real difference. Possibilities can 
transform lives and transform communities.

The Church are well placed, due to their position within the community and 
the assets that they hold, to potentially be great partners in such ventures 
and this would undoubtedly have a unifying effect across the community.
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Classic Family Recipes
This time we have some recipes from Olive. I have used her original 
notes - her handwriting is so much better than mine! This recipe is for 
Homity Pie. Olive has sent me more, but I’ll keep your taste buds 
salivating in anticipation and print them next time.



However, if we are to undertake a long and arduous journey, such as with 
the proposal for an out of village parking area, then we all need to 
understand what will be required before we set off. 

The last time we embarked on such a trip, we were late leaving and then 
the driving style made our travelling companions a little queasy, so that 
wasn’t ideal. Additionally, someone kept grabbing the handbrake and 
when we did eventually start to gather some pace, we weren’t sure of the 
route and ended up getting lost. The car got stuck in mud so we had to 
abandon it and walk home - I don’t think any of us would want to do that 
again!

But life’s a learning process and building relationships based on mutual 
trust and understanding can yield lots of positive outcomes. We’ve made 
changes to the type of vehicle so hopefully we won’t have any range 
anxiety. It hasn’t got any brakes, which means we won’t waste a lot of 
energy with stop/start but we will need to anticipate the road ahead and 
drive accordingly. There is no reverse gear, so it can only go forward but 
that means we need to avoid cul-de-sacs and if the vehicle does get 
bogged down, then we all need to get out and push. 

So in summary, a forward thinking Church could be a partner to help bring 
about positive change and hopefully there will be recognition on their part 
of the value of such an arrangement. Benefits that may accrue from being 
involved as a partner and key player could be important elements in the 
Church mission.

As with all travelling companions though, they need to be chosen carefully 
because if progress is unduly slow, then the goodwill from residents that 
has been nurtured will start to be dissipated and without that we won’t 
have any charge to drive our partnership vehicle forward. 

And with a flat battery, none of us are going anywhere.
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Parish Council Meetings

Just a note about what we are doing with our Council meetings. As a result 
of Covid restrictions, emergency legislation was introduced last year that 
allowed local authorities in England (which includes Parish Councils) to 
hold public meetings virtually by using video or telephone conferencing 
and for the past few months, that’s how we’ve held our meetings in 
Badsworth.

However, central government didn’t extend those regulations past the 7th 
May 2021 so any meeting that now takes place has to be face to face. All 
Parish Council meetings have to be open to members of the public but 
while Covid restrictions are affecting the numbers that can be 
accommodated within a venue, then that’s a bit of a problem as you don’t 
know how many people might turn up and legally you can’t turn anybody 
away.

So on that basis, we’ve decided not to have a normal monthly meeting in 
June and hopefully, by the time our July meeting comes around (21st July 
2021), the situation will be a lot clearer. We’ll put any updates on the 
Council website and Village notice boards but if there’s anything you want 
to raise with us, you can sent an email to Parish Council or contact one of 
your Councillors.

 
Cllr Peter Smith
Chairman, Badsworth Parish Council
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Vacancy for Parish Councillor

Badsworth Parish Council currently has a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor. If you are interested in joining the team looking after the 
parish, then please contact the Clerk or one of the Councillors to let 
us know you’re interested.

There’s plenty to get involved in and you can work with other like 
minded people in lots of different ways to try and make a positive 
difference within the Village. Council normally meets once a month 
to formally deal with Village matters but most of the work of a 
Councillor is done outside of meetings, whether it’s talking to 
residents, liaising with Local Authority Officers or trying to progress 
initiatives with other organisations such as the Diocese, West 
Yorkshire Police or Community groups within the Village. 

So if it sounds like it might be something you’d want to get involved 
in, please get in touch.

Please note, all Parish Councillors are volunteers - they do not get 
paid !
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Lawson Hut
The Lawson Hut is back open for business. Regular activities are 
beginning to return and we are getting private bookings again.  New 
events and activities are being added all the time.  If anyone wants to book 
the Hut, please contact via email lawsonhutbadsworth@gmail.com

Day Type Frequency Start End Contact Name Number

Monday Dance
Weekly 
term-time 18:15 21:00 Eve Headley-

Berrio 07977 740471

Tuesday Yoga Weekly 10:00 11:00 Jessica Fox 
(Travis) 07947 331980

Wednesday

Baby 
Massage

Weekly 
term-time 09:00 11:00 Nicola Jones 07456 333320

Parish 
Council

3rd Weds 
of  month 19:00 21:00 Brenda 

Graham

Thursday
Yoga Weekly 10:00 11:00 Jessica Fox 

(Travis) 07947 331980

Taekwondo Weekly 18:30 20:30 Richard 
Corden 07947 279715

Friday Disparate 
Housewives

3rd Fri of 
month 20:00 22:00 Rebecca Mill 07714 572190
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Calendar Photo Gallery 
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Parish Council Contact Details 
The legislation that allowed Parish Council to meet remotely lapsed on 
6th May 2021 and so all future meetings will now need to be face to 
face. On that basis, the next meeting will be in Lawson Hut at 7.30 pm 
on 21st July and then the third Wednesday in the month for the rest of 
the municipal year. Details will be put on Village noticeboard and 
website prior to a meeting. If you have any queries, please email the 
Clerk or contact one of your Parish Councillors found on Parish Council 
website: www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk

Your Councillors 

Parish Council Clerk
badsworthparishcouncil@outlook.com

There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council.  Contact Peter 
Smith for more information. 

Peter Smith – (Chair)
10 The Croft
WF9 1AS
01977 640977
badsworthcomputers@live.co.uk

Barrie Slinger – (Vice Chair)
2A High Farm Meadow
WF9 1PB
01977 644853
barrieslinger@gmail.com

Kathryn Huskisson
24 Huntsman’s Way
WF9 1BE
07775 262056
kathrynbadsworthpc@hotmail.com

Brenda Graham
10 Saddlers Grove
WF9 1PE

01977 642994
brendabadsworthpc@aol.com

http://www.badsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Our Badsworth Way  
Contact Details 

If you have ideas for future content or articles, have an event, activity 
or item of news you want to publicise, please contact the editor: 

Jonathan Broadhurst  
Email:    jonathan.broadhurst@me.com   
Mobile:  07432 048433 
You can also write to Jonathan at:  
Village View, Main Street, WF9 1AF 

For enquiries regarding advertising please contact: 

Andrew Betteridge 
Email:   andrew.71.b@gmail.com  
Mobile: 07815 960264  

We are always looking for contributions from 
local residents.  Please get in touch if  you 
have something you would like to share.

mailto:jonathan.broadhurst@me.com
mailto:andrew.71.b@gmail.com
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