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Chair’s Report 
Review of activity to date 

Since the formation of the Village Plan Committee in January 2017 we have 
worked hard both to understand the needs and wishes of villagers and also to 
put together a coherent plan of action to address those issues and ideas. 

For those who are relatively new to the village, the Committee is formed 
entirely of volunteer residents whose sole aim has been to improve things for 
our community.  We work closely with the Parish Council and Church and 
both groups are represented on the Village Plan Committee. 

On a personal note, this has been an entirely new experience for me but I saw 
it as a way to make a positive contribution to a village which I have called 
home for 11 years and of which I am extremely fond.  The village is not 
without its challenges but that’s to be expected.  Since taking on the role of 
Chair in July 2017 I have sought to be inclusive and to engender a sense of 
pride and community.   

There is still work to be done but I am proud of what the Committee has 
achieved so far and am excited about what can still be achieved in the future 
if we continue to work together as a community. 

To date, through the Committee and other volunteers, we have achieved the 
following: 

• Launched a bi-monthly newsletter “Our Badsworth Way” which 
includes news and articles and aims to keep people up to date and 
“connected”. 

• Launched a new village website 
which is also mobile-friendly.  
We also have a Facebook page 
which we hope people will 
follow so we can post urgent 
news and calls for help. 
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• Cleaned up outside St Mary’s Centre to try 
to ensure that the outside space is as 
welcoming as possible and that weeds and 
fallen leaves are regularly cleared. 

• Researched and obtained quotes for the 
new stone planters on Main Street to 
replace the broken fibreglass ones.  These were funded by the Parish 
Council. 

• Refreshed and replanted all 4 of the village planters to 
create colourful displays.  

• Researched options for and requested, via Wakefield 
Council and our own Parish Council, new dog poo 
bag dispensers and general litter bins to help alleviate 
the problems of dog-related and other waste. 

• Produced an educational leaflet for all residents 
highlighting the benefits and development 
restrictions that come from living in a Conservation 
Area. 

• Conducted a survey of traffic speed within the village 
over a 7 day period. 

• Sought to work in partnership with other bodies in 
order to create a cohesive approach. This includes the School, 
Church, Police and both Parish and District Councils. 

• Published the 2018 Badsworth Village Plan. 

• Initiated discussions with Leeds Diocese regarding the developments 
of Church assets for the benefit of the village. 

• Developed and printed a “Reflections of Badsworth” Calendar for 
2019 with all photos taken by local residents. 

Of course this is not an exhaustive list and, in addition, much work has gone 
on behind the scenes to try to address longer term issues such as parking, 
traffic management and the development of sustainable leisure amenities 
within the village.   
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Treasurer’s Report 
Badsworth Village Plan Committee       

1/11/17 - 31/10/18 
   

  

Income and expenditure 
  

  

  
  

Income Expend-
iture 

Bank 
Balance 

Open 
Balance  

01/11 
/2017 

   
£0.00 

Jan 
 

BPC fund for Our Badsworth Way 
Dec (1) & Conservation newsletter 

£239.99 
 

  

Feb Doc 1 Our Badsworth Way Dec (1)  
CHQ1 

 
£90.00   

Feb Doc 2 Conservation Newsletter CHQ2  
 

£144.99   

Feb 
 

Our Badsworth Way Feb (2)   
 

£90.00   

Feb 
 

BPC Fund for Our Badsworth 
Way Feb (2) 

£90.00 
 

  

April 
 

Our Badsworth Way Apr (3)   
 

£90.00   

April 
 

BPC Fund for Our Badsworth 
Way Apr(3) 

£90.00 
 

  

June Doc 3 Plant Sale / Notelets surplus £575.00 
 

  

June Doc 4 Our Badsworth Way June (4)   
 

£120.00   

June 
 

BPC Fund for Our Badsworth 
Way June(4) 

£120.00 
 

  

June Doc 5 Badsworth Village Plan Printing 
 

£315.00   

July 
 

BPC Fund for Badsworth Village 
Plan Print 

£315.00 
 

  

July 
 

Fete stalls / Notelets - surplus £315.00 
 

  

August 
 

Fete Donation to VPC £80.00 
 

  

August Doc 6  Advertising revenue - Our 
Badsworth Way 

£50.00 
 

  

August Doc 7 Our Badsworth Way Aug (5)   
 

£90.00   

Sept 
 

BPC Fund for Our Badsworth 
Way Aug (5) 

£90.00 
 

  

Sept 
 

Donation to Badsworth Parochial 
Church Council re St Mary’s 

Centre  CHQ3 

 
£50.00   

Sept 
 

Sunflower Competition surplus £16.00 
 

  

October  Doc 9 Calendar Printing CHQ4 
 

£210.00   
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1/11/17 - 31/10/18 
   

  

Income and expenditure 
  

  

  
  

Income Expend-
iture 

Bank 
Balance 

October 
 

Calendar Sales £100.00 
 

  

October 
 

Our Badsworth Way Oct (6) 
CHQ5 

 
£124.00   

October 
 

Website Host & Domain CHQ6 
 

£75.06   

October 
 

Calendar Sales £172.00     

  
 

Totals £2,252.99 £1,399.05   

    Closing Balance 31/10/2018     £853.94 

 

Please find above details of the income and expenses for the Badsworth 
Village Plan Committee (VPC) covering the period 1St November 2017 to 31st 
October 2018. 

As the VPC was newly founded we started our singular bank account with a 
zero balance. The VPC is represented by volunteer village residents, the 
church and also Badsworth Parish Council but remains autonomous in its 
actions.  

From the notes you will see 
that Badsworth Parish Council 
has been very supportive in 
funding the Village Newsletter 
“Our Badsworth Way” and 
other publications, for which 
we are grateful. Thanks also to 
the Parochial Church Council 
for allowing the free use of the 
St Mary’s Centre for the plant 
sale. We would also like to 
thank the Lawson Hut Committee for providing free use of the hut for our 
committee meetings.  
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It was always the intention for the VPC to become largely self sufficient 
through fundraising but the help given as above has made it possible for the 
VPC to get off the ground.  

Income totalled £2252.99 for the financial year. This comprised funding as 
described above and fundraising by the VPC. VPC funds were raised by way 
of a plant sale in May, production and sale of packs of “Badsworth is 
Blooming” notelets, fete stalls and donation, sunflower competition surplus, 
calendar sales and advertising revenue. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to these initiatives and especially to those who organised them. 

Expenditure totalled £1399.05 and in the main relates to printing costs of the 
various publications, leaving the bank balance for the year end at £853.94. 

Should you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Andrew Betteridge 
Treasurer, 07815 960264 
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Chair’s Report (cont…) 
Looking ahead 

We have bold ambitions for the future including: 

• Ongoing focus on the Conservation agenda to ensure we preserve 
and enhance the character of the village for the benefit of current and 
future residents 

• Publication of a book on the social history of Badsworth including 
taking a look at many of the aspects which give the village its special 
character. 

• Looking at proposals as to how we might be able to develop Church 
assets such as the St Mary’s Centre. 

• Ongoing focus, alongside the Parish Council, on the traffic and 
parking issues affecting the village. 

• An ongoing programme of social activities for residents of all ages 
and interests. 
 

We are grateful to the Parish Council for funding most of the Committee’s 
projects to date but we are keen to ensure that we also raise funds to enable 
us to finance other projects in the future and we have been successful in a 
number of fundraising efforts so far this year. Further details of the 
Committee’s financial position can be found in the Treasurer’s Report.   

From a personal point of view I would love to see: 

• More examples of “cross-party” working, by which I mean involving 
more than one group.  There are plenty of opportunities for greater 
cohesion and better communication.  There should not be barriers or 
reluctance to work together but it seems old habits can sometimes die 
hard and working together requires openness and trust plus perhaps a 
little extra work. 

• More involvement of the younger generation, including the School.  
Until I started receiving the updates from the School for Our 
Badsworth Way I was wholly unaware of the scope of activities 
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around the village in which the children engage.  When we are looking 
at initiatives we need to seek ways to get the children involved. 

• A broader range of people giving just a little of their time to help 
improve life for the wider community.  The volunteers we have had 
helping us over the past 18 months have been invaluable and their 
energy never seems to wane, but I have been struck by just how much 
is done by so few people. 

Chairing and driving the Village Plan activities takes time and energy, and I 
have tried to give as much as possible of both. After 18 months in the Chair I 
have decided to step down so there is fresh impetus and so that I can focus 
more fully on my Working Group roles.  I have thoroughly enjoyed, and at 
time been wholly frustrated by the role.  There is more I would have liked to 
have seen achieved but wheels move slowly and good things are rarely easy to 
do quickly, so I am forever hopeful (and determined) that more will be 
achieved over the next 12 months, including the start of some quite “meaty” 
projects. 

I would like to finish by saying a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has 
been involved in the Village Plan activities. Without your efforts we could not 
have made such progress and I really hope you will continue to be active 
within the village.  

 

Anita Cook, Chair, November 2018. 

 

 


